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Imke Rust’s ‘Made in China’ at

Omba Galle

o would think of a high-
quality art exh1b1t1on when

running from next Tuesday until August
16 at the Bank Windhoek Omba Gallery
with this title.

The exhibition consists of works
produced in China with traditional
Chineseartmaterials: Imke provocatively
challenges our preconceived notions and
stereotypes about China, She presentsus

withyetanotherchapterofherart-making

thatincorporatesseveralofherestablished
key themes, such as
human psyche

relatlonshlps but

ciing,
For three weeks they worked together in
the Beijing International Art Camp, which
houses 100 art studios occupied mostly
by Chinese artists.

Coping with everyday life in a foreign
culture’ where almost nobody spoke
English served as a profound inspiration
for a whole new body of work for the
Namibian artist. Imke realised that when
language fails, one quickly has to find
new ways of communicating, either

Rusthltsﬂlemarkmthher ; 65}&11131&011 L

the analysis of the

dhghtness ,
~ Immersing herself into this new
expenence by learnmg to work with

h‘aﬂj‘tional Chinese art media such as

. Chinese inks and water-colours on rice

paper, she found that art is an excellent
medium to express her experience and
communicate in a non-verbal way in
orderto bridge over cultural and language
barriers.

Long-time fans will once again
appreciateImke’s continuous exploration
of the human spirit and personal
relationships in her decidedly unique and
thought-provoking way. What is new is
that the works seem more light-hearted

ext Tuesday

on, pictures
tioris, needs

and sometimes move into the abstract,

reflectingImke’sexperiencesandfeelings
¢  whileinChina. The factthatall the works

have been produced in China gives it a

special sense of rarity.

There is a strong play between literal
and abstract expression and meaning, for
instance in the series ‘Dragon Looking
for Love’, where an image of a friendly,

_ imaginary dragonrepresents the physical
. outline of the People’s Republic of

China, In contrast to European and

“African mythology where the dragon

is con51dered evil, Chinese dragons
traditionally symbolise potent and
auspicious powers along with imperial
authority, Similarly in Namibia and the
Western world, China is often viewed
as the new colonial threat and danger,
while China perceives itself as friend
and helper.

Imke works with these different
perspectives and considers how often
this can lead to misunderstandings and
violence. Thisbody of work suggests that
if we see into the heart of each other and
past the politics, we realise that humans
and all living beings are united by the
same basic needs and desires, like the
need to love and be loved.

‘Made in China’ offers a personal
perspective of the artist’s experience of
China, while engaging with a socially
relevant theme in a time where Namibian
perception of China is emotionally
charged and divided. The exhibition will
be opened by Wiebke Volkmann of Earth
Wise Enterprise.



